COMMUNITY BOARD 7
COMMITTEE MINUTES



JOINT MEETING OF LAND USE COMMITTEE / PARKS AND REC COMMITTEE
06.16.2026

In attendance:  Land Use/Landmarks Committee members – Diana Gonzalez, Erin Keith, Xiomara Garcia, Matthew Florkiewicz, Daniel Kaminsky (Zoom), Jeremy Kaplan, Antoinette Martinez, John Santore, Maria Roca

Parks & Environment Committee members – Diana Aguilar, Esteban Chavez, Silvia Agosto, Jeremy Kaplan, Erin Keith

Board Members attending virtually on Zoom – Pat Ruiz, Cynthia Jeffers, Jerry Chan and Julio Pena III

1. Greeting / Start Meeting @ 6:30PM
2. Take Attendance – Julio Pena III
3. Presentation by DEPC / DOH about the Brownfield clean up currently happening at 4001 Fourth Avenue, Brooklyn  -- Former Gas Station site currently going through remediation and clean up prior to construction of a charter school
4. Questions from Board Members
5. Questions from Public – Current School Superintendent  as well as Principal from Middle School across from the construction site
6. Committee to submit additional questions and concerns to DEC and DOH via email contacts provided.

1) Names of Committee Members present: 
(Fill In Attendees Names)
2) No Corrections and amendments to previous meeting minutes
3) No Additions to the current agenda
4) Motion to submit Letter to Board of Regents expressing concern about a current brownfield site that is currently under remediation as the site of construction of a charter school- Passed with 
Suggested Amendments to the Letter Including:
-CB7 suggests that the charter school review other sites instead of a highly polluted site at 4001 Fourth Avenue for the location of a middle school
-CB7 wants to make it clear that we understand that the charter school construction will probably move forward, but that the community wants to go on record with great concerns and additional questions about the brownfield remediation process, the timeline and the follow up inspections
-CB7 wants to make the distinction that the site has a high amount of petroleum and is a brownfield site
-CB7 wants to make sure that remediation of the site is highly encouraged for construction, and clean up of brownfield sites is extremely important, but it is the use of the site as a school that is concerning by the neighbors, and the school across the street. Language in the letter should be clear that it is the use of the site that is concerning, not the remediation.
-CB7 wants to make sure that the letter includes the current issues and concerns of the Middle School that is across the street and has had health concerns due to the pollution that is on the site.
-CB7 wants to make sure to include public concerns that relate to the contamination of ground water and rain water in relation to the location of an ancient stream and the possible run off into adjoining properties, and the neighborhood at large



5) Actions taken or agreed to be taken
a) Land Use Committee & Parks Committee to continue to gather public comments and concerns to consolidate and submit to the DEP contacts provided
b) Land Use Committee & Parks Committee to facilitate connection of Superintendent, future Charter School representatives, and Principal & Faculty of the middle school across from the site with the Developer, DEP
6) Next steps
a) Public requests a formalized written letter to developer and Board of Regents
b) CB7 will provide additional information for the community to get in contact with the DEP and DOH in regards to the ongoing remediation of the site with their questions and concerns

7) Comments from Board Members that were present and the Public:
a) Very little communication has happened about the construction on the site, the polluted condition of the site, and the current remediation that is happening on the site. The public is surprised at all of the information that was provided in the presentation about the state of the site and the timeline of the remediation and the anticipated construction timeline. We want the developer and the city agents involved to be more timely and transparent about the process – to both the neighboring properties and the community at large. No efforts have been made to distribute information in a multilingual way that would allow the community to understand what is happening on the site.
b) Community wants DEPC and DOH to send out their fact sheets and remediation methods in a timely manner and to provide that information more often.
c) General Public has until July 6th to submit questions, concerns, feedback, etc to be included into their report and fact sheet submissions.
d) General Public wants more information about the Citizen Participation Plan – and feel very strongly that it needs to be updated for better communication with the community and property neighbors.
8) Next meeting – TBD
9) Time of adjournment @ 9:00pm
