COMMUNITY BOARD 7
COMMITTEE Report

Transportation Committee
2023-2-22, 6:30pm

1. Discussion with NYC Department of Transportation (NYC DOT) about the BQE
South/Gowanus Expressway project

¢ Chief Strategy Officer Julie Bero and Emily Riquelme, Liaison from the Brooklyn
Borough Commissioner’s Office, spoke about the BQE South/Gowanus
Expressway Revisioning project, which began with a series of workshops in Fall
2022.

® Project seeks a corridor-wide focus on resiliency, equity, fiscal responsibility, and
stakeholder involvement, beginning with the city-owned Triple Cantilever and
continuing with state-owned bridges/elevated highway portions of BQE.

e Board and community members asked questions regarding how BQE
Revisioning fits in with planned Third Avenue Study, and current DOT outreach
efforts. Questions were also asked regarding city/state jurisdictional issues, and
federal grant funding of repairs such as MEGA, INFRA, and Reconnecting
Communities.

2. Update from DOT on BQE community engagement

e Bero discussed Community Visioning Council, which provided $25,000 to 18
community-based organizations to create tailored events in 23 languages and
noted DOT is working on short term projects to address immediately with focus
on public safety and mobility. _

e Bero noted that NYC DOT has invited State DOT representatives to attend BQE
Revisioning workshops but State has not sent representatives as of yet.

1) Names of the committee members present
o Katie Walsh, John Delooper, Cynthia Vandenbosh, Sandra Alfonso, Joan Botti,
Julio Pena lll, Gabino Morales, Roberto A. Martinez, Diana Gonzalez

2) Corrections and amendments to previous meeting minutes (if any)
e None

3) Additions to the current agenda
¢ None

4) Motions taken or rejected (if any)
¢ None

5) Actions taken or agreed to be taken
e None



6) Next steps
e Bero will share out Loading Zone concerns with Riquelme/Brooklyn Borough
Team, and will ask DOT’s planning team to review John Mitchell's comment
about 20th St

e Board can send hotspots and issues in need of immediate repair to Bero and
Riquelme at DOT

7) Old Business
e None

8) Any new business items
e None

8) Public comment

e Jonathan Vitarelli spoke against a loading zone designated on 41 St between 6
and 7" Avenue, noting concerns about noise, emergency vehicles, drag racing,
and truck traffic.

e Damian Andrade expressed concerns about smoke/emissions from machines
used for repairing BQE infrastructure and urged air quality monitoring from DOT.

e John Mitchell stated concerns about pedestrian/cycling conditions around 20 St
between Prospect Park West and 10th Ave regarding an allowed right turn on red
at 10" Ave and 20" Street and requested DOT consider adding a leading
pedestrian interval at this intersection

e David Kupferberg spoke about concerns surrounding proposed MTA bus route
changes including stop elimination, stop spacing changes, and specific routes
including B9, B2, B16, B23, BM1, BM2, BM3, BM4, and BM5.

9) Next meeting date and time, if scheduled
e March 13, 2023 Joint Committee Meeting with Transportation, Health & Human
Services, and Sanitation/Environment Committees

10) Time of adjournment
e 7:40 p.m.
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