Brooklyn Community Board 17
4112 Farragut Road, Brooklyn, NY, 11210
Public Hearing and General Board Meeting
October 16th, 2024
SUNY DOWNSTATE AUDITORIUM 
395 LENOX ROAD, BROOKLYN, NY 11203

Call to order: This meeting of the Public Hearing and General Board was called to order by Rodrick Daley.

Chairperson’s Report: 
· Melanie Wilkerson has been appointed as the Sergeant at arms for CB17. 
· Will work on improving the meeting structure and process. 
· Troubleshooting improved ways to enhance the virtual experience for members of the public who can not make the meeting. 
· Emphasised the importance of timeliness to work on the meetings being shorter. 
· October is Domestic Violence and Breast Cancer Month. 
· Board Applications will be opening up soon and members who have reached their appointment year must reapply with the Brooklyn President’s office. 
· There will be a few workshops coming up this months
· 10/15/24 - Deed Theft workshop
· 10/31/24 - SLA workshop; for any questions about this workshop, please ask the Commerce Chair, Mr. Bakirriddin.
· 10/24/24 - SUNY Downstate workshop 
· Ms. Antoinette Smart has been reappointed as a Board member. 
· More information about the City of Yes will be sent out to all the Community Boards to make recommendations. CB17 has already made its recommendations.
· Borough Board 10/7/24 - Members of the public and board members are encouraged to attend the meeting and testify. 
· The General Election will be on  10/5/24
· CB17 is working on moving the Board’s office, the proposed location is 2700 Church Ave. The members were encouraged to attend the walkthrough.
· $750 was allocated for the 1st Annual Community Fair. 
· A number of Board members are on the Youth and Education Committee but there was limited Board member attendance for this month’s Spelling Bee and members are not showing up to Committee Meetings. 
· The Community Associate position is up on the CB17 website.
· The board is working on hiring two College aids from Medgar Evers College. 

District Manager’s Report: 
·  Coordinated the summer schedules to make sure the office was covered. 
· Initiated a planning session with the Cb17 Budget chair and DCP in regards to the annual Capital and Expense budget report. 
· Members of the public  and Board members are encouraged to submit their recommendations to include in the report by the 19th. 
· The office staff is not compensated for any hours more then the 7 hours 
· Congratulations to all of the Spelling Bee participants. 
· The office staff has been working on the Community Fair on 10/19/24. 
· The office has been compiling a list of 311 calls, CB17 had 35000 311 calls. Most were noise complaints. There are forms in the back for members of the community to file complaints. 
· Nowshin Fara, the ADM is now a permanent staff member of CB17. 

Committee Reports:
Budget: Daniel McCabe
· The deadline to submit recommendations to include in the District needs report is the 19th. The google form can be filled out online or done on paper and submitted to Ms. Fara.
· There has been 32 unique request

Commerce: Hassan Bakiriddin
· The Commerce meeting was last night. 
· Had guest speakers from the Department of Small Business Services, and Harris Conn, who was Commissioner Gross’s deputy chief of staff. 
· The Committee has established a Commerce Subcommittee which met on 10/6. 
· There was a walkthrough from Nostrand ave, starting at the Junction and ending at Beverly Road. 
· There was a walkthrough of Ave D from Albany to 53rd. 
· Putting together a Small Business Community Assessment whereby the community gives their input on what they would like to see their business community look like. 
· The committee has published its first newsletter. 
· Will be spotlighting local small businesses in our community. 
· The committee has published its first newsletter. 
· The commerce committee is focused on revitalizing local businesses, increasing MWBE participation, and supporting black and brown businesses in construction projects.

Housing and Block Association: 
· The Committee meets every 1st Wednesday, 
· Contact Ms. Fraser to join the mailing list. 
· The last meeting was held on 10/2. Issues rectified included Snow removal for seniors, and we’re directing these residents to the Department of Aging because they have a lot of services that our community is not making use of. 
· Working on connecting residents with the housing organizations that are in East Flatbush, such as NHS.
· Tyrone McDonald, this month’s guest speaker, said that residents tend to reach out for services when it is too late and encourages them to come to the NHS for help. 

Youth and Education: Gail Grandison
· Thanked the students who participated in the Spelling Bee. 
· Thanked DM Fraser, ADM Fara, and Board Member Oni for their participation  
· The Committee is planning a Kahoot night, more information will come out later. 

Land Use: Kwame Afreh
·  The committee met on October 3rd.
· Discussed New Local Law 1722023  - Provision given by DCP 
· EDC is developing a plan to support the industrial sector by collecting data on businesses, economic conditions, and land use.
· The final version of the plan will be completed in December 2025 with updates every 8 years. 
· Discussed the Technical Memorandum on the City of Yes. An email was sent out to DCP, inviting them to the next Land Use meeting to provide clarity on what the changes mean for this community. 
· The rendering for the building on 2720 Church Ave has been released. The permit was filed in August 2022. Construction will begin soon. 
· 10/12/24 - at 7:45 a truck took down some overhead power lines, the repair was done by 11am. It affected nearly 10,000 residents. 

Re-Zoning: Melanie Wilkerson
· Has been appointed as an interim co-chair of the rezoning hybrid committee with Land Use with Chair Afreh. 

Parks and Beautification: Antoine Berlotte
·  The Parks committee survey is available on the website. 
· It’s My Park on 11/2/24. Email the Parks Chair for more information
· PIck up Daffodil bulbs in the Board office. 

Public Safety and Transportation: Ozni Lewis
· On August 19th the MTA started a new camera enforcement on all of the service buses.

Sanitation: Michael Hill
· Has been working with Council Member Farah Louis’ office. Replaced 14 trash bins from Albany to Ave D.
· Working on having Sanitation speak at the next Sanitation Committee meeting. 
· Needs to work on long term solutions because the littering will continue even if there are repeated clean ups. 
· Residents must purchase the new bins. 



Social Services: 
· Working on the 1st Annual Community Fair on the 19th. Asking for members to show up and participate. Business owners were made aware about the event.

Personnel: Rose Graham
· Community Associate posting is up on the CB17 Website.
· Working on hiring the college temps from Medgar Evers College. The college will pay for one of the aids and the Board will pay for the other one. 

Agency Report: 
67th Precinct - Deputy Inspector 
· Crime data is published every week on Monday. 
· There has been an increase in robberies and felony assaults, 60% are domestic violence related. 
· There is a team of two sergeants and nine officers to handle the increasing workload.
· There is an increase in grand larceny so residents are told to be cautious about that.
· The number of shootings for the year has gone down. Right now there are 22 shootings which is lower than 29 at this point last year. The number of shots fired incidents has decreased from 44 for the year compared to 67 around the same time last year. 
· Working on rebuilding the neighborhood coordination officer program. 
· The 67th Precinct meeting is on 10/17 at 7:30PM. 
· There is a court date for Lotus Lounge. They are not fully shut down, and they were served with an order that they can't serve unlicensed liquor, which they are in violation of. 
· There is an increased demand for crossing guards but not enough crossing guards 

Brooklyn Public Library: Regional Manager
· Visit the website for more information on HIspanic American Month. 
· Increased the number of ESL classes, check the website for more dates. 
· A representative from BPL will be at the Board’s Community Fair. 
· More information about events can be found in the calendar in the back and the website.

Governor Kathy Hochul - Debbie Louis
· The two pieces of legislation is Senate  8203 and 0427 which removes the previously set two year restrictions allowing businesses to open months earlier with temporary permits while their full application is pending. 
· Working on a community advisory board in regards to SUNY Downstate. 

Community Session:
Little Haiti - Christian Artwell
· Business session on 10/17 at Bonbon Cafe. 
· Get advice about funding, how to run your business, marketing, etc. 
· Event on 12/13, which was a merchant mixer. Wixom merchants in the area, and small business owners to come and connect. 
Race for Excellence
· After School mentoring program for middle school aged children. 
· Positions are open to mentor students, part time and full time. 

Brooklyn Level Up - Allyson Martinez
· The next round of idea generation for the possible programs that can be implemented in the community. Email or call Brooklyn Level UP for more information
· The Flatbush Bear Down Coalition will be having a ground penetrating radar program on October 24th. It's too determined if there are remains of our collective ancestors in the ground. 
· Paid youth internship to soil testing in the district. East Flatbush has the 3rd highest amount of lead in its soil. 
HCC - Sabrina Louis
· They provide mental health service, ESO classes, ESO courses, food giveaways, ets.
· IF you have any questions, call 718-940-2200 or visit the HCC website. 
The Yard - Bernard Skelton
· There will be a Halloween event on October 31st. 
· Turkey giveaway on November 21st from 1:30 - 5
· The next women’s group is on 11/12. 
· Christmas toy giveaway on 12/14. More information is on the flyer in the back.

Motions:
· Approval of September 2024 Minutes
· The motion passes unopposed and with no corrections 

SLA Applications
· Quilox Restaurant and Lounge - 9508 Church Ave – Liquor, Wine, Beer, Cider – New Application and Temporary Retail Permit
· Votes: Yes:  27   No:  3    Abstain: 1
· Motion Caries
· Pimento Opal NYC LLC - 867 Rutland Rd – Wine, Beer, Cider - New
· Votes: Yes:   24  No:   3   Abstain: 5
· Motion Caries
· Hyde Brooklyn Hospitality - 1308 Utica Ave - Liquor, Wine, Beer, Cider – New Application and Temporary Retail Permit
· Votes: Yes:28     No:  1    Abstain: 2
· Motion Caries
TLC Applications
· Rainbow Radio Dispatch Inc.  - 1304 Utica Ave
· Votes: Yes:  26   No:   0    Abstain: 0

Street Co-naming: 
Erasmus Street for John H. Bunyan
· Votes: Yes:  27   No:  1   Abstain: 0
· Motion Carries

Legislative Session: 
Council Member Farah Louis
Assemblymember Monique Chandler Waterman
Brooklyn Borough President Office - Catherine Duckett
Public Advocate’s Office - Jeffrey Severe
Council Member Darlene Mealy - Ayanna Williams
Assemblymember Rodneyse Bichotte - Sherline 
Assemblymember Latrice Walker - Renee Trotman
Assemblymember Monique Chandler Waterman - Dalton Robinson

Special Report: 
Julia James - Treasurer
· Julia James wants to put on record the current Secretary stated that the website wasn’t updated in 2 years. She wants the Secretary to rescind his previous statements. 
· There is no date for the Community Advisory Board Meeting and would like some updates from the governor’s office. As of yet, there has been no update from the governor’s office. 

Unfinished Business: 
No Unfinished Business

Roll Call: 
Kwame Afreh
Tiffany Anderson
Hassan Bakriddin
Celia Belyn
Theresa Brereton
Venancia Colon
Rodrick Daley
Natasha Duncan
LaShawn Freeman
Charles Galbreath
Rose Graham
Gail Grandison
Michael Hill
WHitney Humphrey
Julia James
Kevin Jason
Doris Jones
Nicole Julius 
Ozni Lewis
Trisha Louison
Daniel McCabe
Fatima Muhammad
Khadijat  Oluwo
Monzurat Oni
June Persuad
Carol Reneau
Kimberly Shelley
Anointte Smart
Kamara Swaby
Symone Slyvester
Tamera Thomas
Marguerite Vigliante
Kendrick Wescott
Melanie Wilkerson

