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Minutes of September 27, 2023

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES



PRESENT:		ABSENT:			EXCUSED:				GUEST:

Ozni Lewis		Judith Aarons			Patricia Reddock			Dilan Cepeda
Adele Bennett		Yolanda Alleyne		Barrington Barrett			Det. Skinner
Leonie Logan		Ronald Almonor							Dr. Meda
Monica McKain Brown	Zachary Bernagene							Hazel Martinez
Gail Grandison	Cathy Davoren-Lovell						Ayanna N. Giles
Kimberly Morman	Michelle Guerrier							Kwame Afreh
Rodrick Daley		Audrey Henderson							Ariana
			Lisa Highland								Odelia Lewis
			Menchem M. Shanowitz						Natasha McDonald
			Samantha Sibblies Obas						Chinua
			Frederick Watson, Jr.
			Kenrick Wescott			
			Tashina G. Buffaloe-Wright
			Nicole Best
			Tria Dias
			Jina James
			Ralph E. Kawley
			Sulu LeonNimm
			Natasha Oliver
			Harry Singh
			Albert Pierre
			Danna Lennon Thomas
			Vanessa Quashie


The Public Safety/Transportation Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, September 27, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. Virtually via WebEx.

Mr. Ozni Lewis called the meeting to order.  He stated that for tonight’s agenda taxi and Limousine Commission present to give a presentation as well as the co-naming on Troy Avenue.  He stated that he was just told that the Public Safety committee has 18 members and the Transportation committee has 23.  He said that they do not have the minutes besides they need to be reviewed by him.

Everyone introduced themselves.  

Notes
The meeting discussed various community events, passenger safety regulations for different types of vehicles, how to report lost belongings in taxis or ride-sharing vehicles, the need for a quorum to vote on certain items, a request for a street renaming in honor of Busta Rhymes, traffic concerns on Linden Boulevard, addressing inconvenient bus pick-up locations for children, and an upcoming light rail project connecting Brooklyn and Queens.
· The meeting is being held by Community Board 17 in Brooklyn.
· The transportation and public safety committees have been merged.
· The chairman reports on various community events, including a meeting with the Department of Transportation and a successful Labor Day weekend without any violence.
· Presentations are given on passenger safety and the types of vehicles regulated by the Taxi and Limousine Commission.
· There are different types of vehicles available for transportation in the city, including green cabs that can be hailed on the street and also requested through apps, black cars that can only be dispatched or requested through apps, and commuter vans that operate on set routes or for prearranged medical trips.
· Leanne is the supervising attorney for the Office of Inclusion in the Prosecution Department of the PLC.
· If you lose personal belongings in a yellow or green taxi, call 301 or visit 301 to file a complaint. If it's a ride-sharing vehicle like Uber or Lyft, contact the company directly and provide details about the trip and driver.
· The meeting discussed the need for a quorum to vote on certain items and decided to refer the item to the general board meeting in October.
· Dr. Miller presented a request for a street renaming in honor of Busta Rhymes and highlighted his contributions to the music industry and community.
· A member raised concerns about traffic issues on Linden Boulevard, including school buses blocking traffic and non-emergency vehicles using the middle lane, and requested proposals or enforcement measures to address these issues.
· The meeting discussed addressing the issue of children being picked up by buses in inconvenient locations, and the possibility of reaching out to bus companies to find a solution.
· Alison Martinez from Broken Level Up spoke about an upcoming light rail project connecting Brooklyn and Queens, and encouraged community members to get involved and advocate for their needs.
· The importance of being proactive in demanding what the community wants was emphasized, as well as the need to be informed about ongoing projects and developments.
AI-generated
Action items
· Coordinate and work together as a merged committee to be effective in the community0:05:27
· Address issues of safety and transportation in the community0:07:11
· Check receipts for taxi rides to have identifying information in case of complaints or issues0:15:24
· Contact designated loss property police precincts in each borough if personal belongings are lost in a TLC licensed vehicle.0:22:23
· Encourage passengers to report service refusals and file complaints with the TLC if they feel discriminated against or mistreated.0:23:33
· Provide duplicate receipts for yellow or green taxi rides by emailing foil at TLC dot Gov or accessing 126761102.0:38:05
· Attend the general board meeting every third Wednesday of the month1:00:23
· Reach out to different bus companies or find out who is responsible for impeding traffic on Lyndon Boulevard and make requests or come to an understanding with them.1:02:29
· Follow up with Dr. Lewis regarding concerns about traffic on Linden Boulevard, including proposing designated areas for school bus stops and increased enforcement to prevent non-emergency vehicles from using the middle lane illegally1:03:00
· Check if it is possible to have designated pick-up locations for children to meet the bus, similar to what was done at the private school attended by the speaker's daughter.1:06:52
· Encourage more people to join conversations about the light rail project and become educated about it.1:11:15
· Review and approve the minutes for next month's meeting1:15:39

Mr. Lewis stated that they had a meeting in August where they met with the DOT Commissioner and others from his agency in regards to the Car Share program.  He stated that they discussed the City bikes surrounding the neighborhood especially near the cemetery 


