THE CITY OF NEW YORK
COMMUNITY BOARD 17
4112 FARRAGUT ROAD
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11210

Minutes of the

PUBLIC SAFETY/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, September 24, 2025

PRESENT:			ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Khadijat Oluwo		Judith Aarons		Cathy Davoren-Lovell	Detective Skinner
Adele Bennett		Zachary Bernagene					Jackson Chabot
Monica McKain–Brown Kenrie Brightaman						Anthony Drummond
Gabriella Herrera		Tashina Buffaloe Wright					718-7**-**88
Leonie Logan		Natasha Duncan						August Hoyt
Nicole Best			Ayanna Giles						Lauren Newman
Kim Shelley			Pamela Green
Marjorie Silcott		Audrey Henderson
Jorge Tait			Gabriel Holmes
				Deica Johnson
				Ozni Lewis
				Deborah Pointer
				Cheryl Saunder
				Pamela Simon
				Symone Sylvester
				Frederico Watson, Jr.
				Kenrick Wescott


The Public Safety/Transportation Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, September 24, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. virtually, via Webex.

Ms. Khadijat Oluwo called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

Notes
The meeting focused on public safety and transportation issues, including roadway maintenance, crime statistics, accessibility concerns, and initiatives like daylighting and the IBX light rail project.
· Khadijat opens the public safety and transportation committee meeting, emphasizing its advocacy goals.
· The committee addresses concerns about roadway maintenance, traffic control, and public safety matters.
· New regulations regarding storage batteries for mobility devices and taxi insurance requirements are discussed.
· The dining out application process for outdoor cafes will require committee approval moving forward.
· Detective Skinner reports on crime statistics, highlighting increases in robberies targeting the elderly.
· Community members express concerns about illegal parking and unsafe driving behaviors in the neighborhood.
· Sidewalk accessibility issues arise from vehicle blocking paths, particularly affecting individuals with disabilities.
· Patrol resources are limited, impacting the ability to address complaints about parked vehicles.
· Illegal street mechanics operate without regard for sidewalk access, complicating enforcement efforts.
· The IBX project aims to introduce a light rail system with preliminary plans for 18 stops in the community.
· The transition from MetroCard to Omni Card is ongoing, with no ability to transfer remaining balances between cards.
· Jackson Chabot discussed the importance of daylighting for intersection safety and visibility.
· Daylighting can reduce pedestrian injuries by nearly 70% and traffic fatalities at intersections.
· Current implementation of daylighting in NYC is uneven, affecting community safety.
· Community Board 17 has identified dangerous intersections needing safety improvements.
· Local elected officials and community organizations support daylighting legislation for enhanced safety.
Action items
· Khadijat will send out an email to all committee members regarding the approval of minutes from 2023 to the present, as well as a revised member list. 
· Khadijat will provide a link to the public hearing on uncertified storage batteries for powered mobility devices after the meeting. 
· Khadijat will reach out to the Department of Transportation for further clarification on sidewalk dining applications and training for committee members. 
· Detective Skinner will put Khadijat in contact with the crime prevention officer to discuss creating flyers for elderly safety awareness. 
· Detective Skinner will take note of concerns regarding illegal parking and driving violations in the community, particularly around Ralph Avenue and Clarendon. 
· Nicky's concerns about body shops parking cars all over Foster Avenue will be addressed by Detective Skinner's team. 
· Compile a list of all community issues related to traffic safety that need to be addressed. 
· Khadijat will reach out to Anthony Drummon to discuss a potential presentation on the Omni card for the whole community board. 
· Draft a resolution in support of daylighting and other safety measures with assistance from Jackson Chabot. 
· Create a subcommittee to follow up on public safety issues, including speed bumps and reckless driving concerns. 
· Follow up with the traffic division enforcement regarding their absence at previous meetings and escalate the issue to elected officials. 
· Anthony Drummon will ensure that future community sessions for the IBX project are held in Community Board 17. 

