Brooklyn Community Board 17
4112 Farragut Road, Brooklyn NY 11210
Parks and Beautification Committee Meeting
ONLINE
January 7th, 2024

Call to Order: This meeting of the Parks and Beautification Committee Meeting was called to order by Ms. Berlotte Antoine at 7: 35pm. 

Chairperson’s Report:
· Welcomes committee members 
· Preformed Roll Call

Motion: 
· Asked for a motion to add the 2nd presentation to the agenda and move the discussion of the last event out of the agenda. 
· Vanetta Sylvestre makes the motion
· Nichole Julius 2nds  the motion. 

Presentation: 
Composting for Beginners - (Lia Lucero and Echo Hertzberg from Lower East Side Ecology Center)
· Compost is a soil amendment made up of organic matter and decomposers that break down ingredients.
· Composting is important for diverting organic waste from landfills, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and restoring degraded soil.
· Composting requires a balance of ingredients, moisture, oxygen, and temperature to create high-quality compost.
· The curing stage of composting is the final breakdown of materials, similar to aging fine wine.
· Composting options in New York City include food scrap drop-off sites, curbside pickup, and smart bins.
· Food scrap drop-off sites are run by community composting sites and only accept plant-based food scraps and eggshells.
· Curbside pickup and smart bins accept a wider range of organic waste, including meat bones and dairy products.

Prospect Park Alliance – Deborah Kirschner
· Plan and execute more work and exhibits focused on the history of slavery and Lenappe culture at the house
· Discussed NYC FY25 Budget Allocations
· Agency budget is not fully restored with $20 million reduction and 800 less staff
· There has been a hiring freeze with only 300 park enforcement officers citywide, the lowest in years
· There were a few Summer park initiatives, like the Green Go Program, the Woodlands Youth Crew, etc. 
· The Parks department also has Health and Wellness initiatives such as the Mobile Medical Unit, the Summer meal truck, and the Open Air Care Connections. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
· Minutes were not voted on this month

Unfinished Business:
· No Unfinished Business

New Business:
· No New Business

ROLL CALL:
Adele Bennett - M
Jacqueline Williams
Naima
Vonetta Sylvestre
Carol Reneau
Ann Hudson
Adele Bennett
Trisha Louison
Cheryl Saunders
Marcella Flores
Jeremiah Ojo
Nicole Julius 
Audrey 
Brie DaCosta
Linda Turner

Adjournment: 
Linda Turner:  Made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:42 PM
Jacqueline Williams: Seconds the motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Meeting Adjourned.





 

