Brooklyn Community Board 17
4112 Farragut Road, Brooklyn NY 11210
Parks and Beautification Committee Meeting
ONLINE
October 8th, 2025

The meeting focused on promoting youth programs, addressing housing affordability, and enhancing community involvement in education through new membership requirements and academic support initiatives.
· Gail Grandison chairs the Youth and Education Committee and welcomes participants to the meeting.
· Committee members introduce themselves, sharing their roles and affiliations.
· The committee will participate in a social service fair on October 18, promoting youth programs.
· Discussion centers around housing affordability concerns for young community members.
· New membership requirements include attending two meetings before joining, with a probationary period for new members.
· The committee emphasizes the importance of community involvement in decision-making processes.
· Identify high-performing 5th to 7th-grade students based on report cards, exam scores, and attendance.
· Offer a 14-month academic program with advanced classes at partner private schools in Manhattan.
· Provide summer classes with transportation for younger students; year-round classes occur on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
· Support students with guidance counselors and internship opportunities to prepare for future academic and professional success.
· Emphasize the importance of socioeconomic awareness and community support in adapting to private school environments.
· Michael LeeYow emphasizes the need for greater accessibility and visibility of prep programs in the community.
· Dondre Benson offers to share information about private school opportunities with families and promote the program actively.
· Rodrick F Daley highlights the importance of community participation and attendance at board meetings for local issues.
· Dondre Benson to provide information about Prep for Prep program for interested families.
· Miss Farah to provide her email in the chat for further inquiries regarding committee membership.
· Committee members encouraged to participate in the Community Board 17 Social Service Fair on October 18th and assist at the Youth and Education table.
· Miss Farah to drop Miss Berlotte's email in the chat regarding tree care event information.
· Gail Grandison to discuss the new committee membership requirements with the chair and other committee chairs for further understanding and potential adjustments.
· Follow up on the idea of providing support and resources for parents regarding financial aid options for private school applications.
· Explore the possibility of addressing socioeconomic diversity preparation for students before they enter private schools.
· Rodrick F. Daley to confirm details regarding the press conference on Saturday, October 12, at 2:22 PM.
· Schedule a meeting to discuss ways to provide more exposure about programs like Prep for Prep to the community.
· Dondre Benson to send a package of information about the prep program to Gail Grandison for distribution to schools and inclusion in the newsletter.
· Noreen George to reach out to Dondre Benson regarding a suitable time for a call.



 

