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Minutes of the

SOCIAL SERVICE AND HEALTH COMMITTEE MEETING

Thursday, May 29, 2025

PRESENT:				ABSENT:		EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Monzurat Oni			Muline Mickle	Audrey Henderson
Ayanna Gayles			Leadra Reeves	Jorge Tait
Monica McKain – Brown	Karen Gustave	Khadijat Oluwo			
Sharon Marshall-Taylor		Marie Gustave	Symone Sylvester
Sabine Jacques			Ronald Green
Marcella Flores			Antoinette Smart
Brendan Jean			Charles Galbreath
					Diane Gay
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					Simone Colbert
					TS Candi
					Ashley Mangru
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					Tanya Kerr
					Victor Jordan
					Michelle Griffith
					Kesha Yansen
					Harry Johnson
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					Deon Weise
  					Natasha Oliver
					Leslie Frazier
					Harry Singh
					Kenneth Scott
					Natalie Ferguson
					Jessica Flaissant
					Trisha Louison
					Brenda Jean-Jacques
					Heron Douglas
					David Boatswain
					Leonard Lewis
					Rev. Edward Williams
					Levaughn McPherson
					Gail McMillian
					Gabriel Jones
					Wellington Pena
					Ruby Harris
					Jasmine Blake Swaby
					Todd Bennett
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					Ceclia Belyn
					Dr. Natalie Ferguson
					Natasha Esteva
					Samantha Lawrence
					Herminia Daniels
					Chinnel Kelly
					Bernard Skelton
					Ruby Harris
					Todd Bennett
					Eurial Martin
					Rhonda Harris
					Sheldon McLeod
					Naj Austin
					Lenwood Hicks
					Shanasia Hodges
					Delores Murat
					Sandra Dor Nwao
					Alicia
					Gail McMillian
					Nudndhi Louise-Jeremy
					Dovid Halon
					Trisha Louison
					Carla Harmon
					Nichole Nisimbaa
					Kenrie Brightman
					Benny Carmazi
					Edward Williams
					Shermira Busby
					Jean Gomes
					Lili Lopez
					Kristine Anderson
					Anna Bing
					Victor Joseph
					Gabrielle Fetus
					Amanda Bilall
					Vonetta Sylvester
					Janice Reid							 
					

The Social Service and Health Committee meeting was held on Thursday, May 29, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. virtually, via Webex.

Ms. Monzurat Oni called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Ms. Oni stated:

The meeting focused on addressing concerns about SUNY Downstate Hospital's future, including financial challenges and proposed care changes, while emphasizing community engagement and specialized healthcare needs.
· Monzurat chairs the social services committee for Community Board 17, meeting typically on Mondays.
· Concerns exist about the future of SUNY Downstate Hospital following previous closure discussions.
· A community advisory board will submit recommendations for Downstate by June 1.
· A billion dollars is allocated to Downstate, but a $100 million annual deficit remains a concern.
· Proposed changes include reducing beds and focusing on cancer and cardiology care at Downstate.
· A virtual town hall is scheduled for June 12 to discuss community concerns regarding Downstate.
· A community health survey opens tomorrow to assess local health issues; participation is encouraged.
· Discussions emphasize the need for specialized care, such as chronic illness treatment in underserved communities.
Action items
· Monzurat will ensure that the flyer for the virtual town hall is circulated among committee members for wider distribution. 
· The first planned meeting for the fall community services fare will be scheduled, and information will be shared once settled. 
· Monzurat will compile and share recommendations from the Health Equity Coalition before the town hall on June 12. 
· Monzurat will reach out to Alicia at Downstate to inquire about the status of their IRB and whether they have one. 
· Marcella Flores and Sharon Marshall-Taylor expressed interest in supporting planning for the fall fair.
· Committee members are encouraged to share the link for Downstate community health surveys within their networks.


