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Minutes of the 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, May 24, 2023

PRESENT:			ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			

Jessica Welch			Yolanda Alleyne		Barrington Barrett		
Judith Aarons			Ronald Almonor		Patricia Reddock
Adele Bennett			Zachary Bernagene		Hazel Martinez
Evrick Brown			Michelle Guerrier		Frederico Watson, Jr.
Audrey Henderson		Lisa Highland
Leonie Logan
Cathy Lovell				
Monica McKain – Brown
Kim Morman
Samantha Obas
Menachem Shanowitz
Jorge A. Tait
Kenrick Wescott
 



The Public Safety Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, May 24, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. virtually via Webex.				

Ms. Jessica Welch called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

Notes
The meeting discussed concerns about the presence of smoke shops, particularly cannabis shops, in the neighborhood and their proximity to schools, daycares, and churches, highlighting frustrations over lack of regulation and enforcement, and the need for elected officials to step in and regulate these shops to protect the community's safety and quality of life.
· The meeting is being recorded and Jessica Welch is leading the meeting.
· There are new members present and Jessica Welch asks everyone to introduce themselves.
· There is discussion about the presence of smoke shops in the neighborhood and concerns about potential illegal activities.
· There is frustration about not being able to reach quorum and ratify minutes, as well as lack of response from agencies regarding a forum on public safety.
· There are concerns about the proliferation of cannabis shops in the area and their proximity to schools.
· The lack of regulation and enforcement is a major issue, causing frustration among community members.
· The qualified immunity of police officers has hindered their ability to take action against illegal activities in these shops.
· There is a need for elected officials to step in and regulate these shops to protect the community.
· The meeting discussed concerns about the proximity of smoke shops to daycares and churches, and the need for regulations to address this issue.
· There was a suggestion to reach out to elected officials for clarification on who regulates smoke shops and what the regulations are.
· It was proposed to form a subcommittee during the summer to monitor smoke shop activity and prevent them from gaining too much influence.
· Monica McKain Brown expresses concerns about the deteriorating quality of life and safety in New York City and Brooklyn.
· Adele Bennett suggests reaching out to other community boards to address the quality of life issues, particularly related to the smell of weed in the area.
· There is a discussion about the proximity of shops selling certified products near schools and daycares, with plans to discuss it further in an executive board meeting.
AI-generated
Action items
· Follow up with Detective Skinner regarding the flood barriers and the presence of smoke shops in the neighborhood0:13:54
· Pass on complaints about smoke shops to Community Board 180:19:57
· Explore potential regulations for smoke shops selling cannabis in the area0:20:34
· Approach the mayor's office to demand regulation and enforcement of cannabis shops0:28:22
· Contact local elected officials to request regulation of cannabis shops0:43:55
· Reach out to member Lewis to obtain definitive answers in writing regarding the regulation of smoke shops and what the city council can or cannot do0:57:54
· Form a subcommittee to keep a watch on smoke shops during the summer and develop strategies to address their proliferation0:58:42
· Read the information on the website cannabis.ny.gov for more details on state regulations1:01:12
· Show support for the police while discussing how cannabis use undermines quality of life for non-users1:02:13
· Reach out to Community Board 14 to see if they have the same quality of life issues with restaurants1:10:47
· Discuss the issue of restaurants near schools and daycares with Mr. Brown at the executive board meeting1:11:44

