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Minutes of March 27, 2024

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

PRESENT:			ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Ozni Lewis			Judith Aarons			Barrington Barrett		Ayanna G.	
Adele Bennett			Zachary Bernagene		Patricia Reddock		Deborah Sanders
Leonie Logan			Cathy Davoren-Lovell	
Monica McKain-Brown	Audrey Henderson
Marjorie Silcott		Kimberly Morman
Jorge Tait			Samantha Sibblies Obas
Frederick Watson, Jr.		Kenrick Wescott				


The Public Safety/Transportation Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. Virtually via WebEx.

Mr. Ozni Lewis called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.  

The meeting discussed various safety concerns in the community, including the potential closure of SUNY Downstate hospital, recent shootings, scooter and bike safety on the road, water pooling issues at Glenwood and Albany, homelessness in the transit system, subway safety concerns, and the need for community participation in addressing grievances. Additionally, there were discussions about unresolved issues with a bike rack, advocating for adequate funding to prevent hospital closures, ongoing environmental studies, and opportunities in the construction industry.
· The meeting was held by the Transportation and Public Safety Committee.
· The chair discussed the issue of the potential closure of SUNY Downstate hospital and its impact on the community.
· There were also discussions about recent shootings in the neighborhood and the importance of de-escalating situations.
· The speaker discussed the issue of safety in relation to scooters and bikes on the road, as well as the dangers faced by bus passengers when exiting the bus.
· There was a discussion about a specific location, Glenwood and Albany, and its issues with water pooling and lack of proper pitch on the sidewalk and street.
· The speaker expressed concern about the increase in homelessness in the transit system and highlighted incidents of violence on trains, urging people to be mindful of their surroundings.
· The meeting discusses safety concerns in the subway, including issues with homeless individuals and criminal elements.
· There is a discussion about the importance of being cautious and mindful of one's surroundings, especially during late hours.
· The meeting also mentions a scheduled walk-through with various agencies to address community grievances.
· There is a discussion about a walk-through that will take place tomorrow and the importance of participation from committee members.
· Concerns are raised about unresolved issues related to a bike rack and the need for it to be moved to improve safety.
· The closure of hospitals in Brooklyn, including Downstate and Kings Hospital, is discussed, and the importance of advocating for adequate funding to prevent further closures is emphasized.
· The speaker emphasizes the importance of safety and situational awareness in their community.
· They discuss ongoing environmental studies and potential impacts of a new transportation system.
· The speaker highlights the opportunities for career transitions and job prospects in the construction industry.
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Action items
· Offer condolences and prayers for those who have experienced loss0:00:01
· Keep abreast of the situation with SUNY Downstate Hospital and advocate for its funding and renovation0:03:43
· Address concerns raised by bus driver Frederick Watson regarding safety at bus stops and follow up with appropriate actions if necessary.0:05:52
· Continue to bring up the issue of hospital closures in Brooklyn and the impact on public safety0:15:03
· Consider inviting special guests to discuss specific topics related to transportation, transit, congestion pricing, and homelessness0:16:27
· Ozni Lewis will bring up the issue of safety with the MTA liaison and discuss enforcement and bus driver behavior.0:17:47
· Leoni Logan expresses interest in attending the meeting regarding the Glenwood and Albany situation.0:20:38
· Encourage attendance at tomorrow's meeting for a show of force0:35:28
· Attend the multi-agency walk-through organized by the Block Association and Assemblywoman's office to address community grievances.0:45:55
· Resend the request to move the bike rack on Albany Avenue back 20 feet, and ensure that it gets moved.0:55:51
· Follow up with the Department of Transportation to request the removal of bike racks on Erasmus and Lots, and to create space for bike racks on Best Avenue between Albemarle and Snyder.0:59:28
· Continue advocating for increased Medicaid funding for Downstate and other Brooklyn hospitals to prevent closures.1:00:43
· Emphasize the importance of safety and situational awareness1:03:24
· Continue environmental studies for the express system1:04:30
· Consider the potential impact on different parts of the community, including eminent domain issues1:05:10
· Explore opportunities and job prospects in the construction industry, particularly in green-collar jobs1:08:29
· Incorporate health and welfare updates and acknowledge birthdays in future meetings

