THE CITY OF NEW YORK
COMMUNITY BOARD # 17
4112 FARRAGUT ROAD
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11210

Minutes of March 17, 2025

SANITATION/DEP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

PRESENT:			ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Michael Hill	   		Evrik Brown							Drisana Hughes
Dorothy Gordon		Joseph Coburn							Denise Hubbard
Audrey Henderson		Edgar Frank-Frederick
Leonie Logan			Joan Bakiriddin
Hazel Martinez		Judy Ackie
Edith Mark			Julia James
Monica McKain-Brown	Nordia Moses
Vanessa Quashie		Leonard Lewis
Jorge Tait			Brendan Spiegal
Frederick Watson		Carole Bienvenu
TW				Symone Sylvester
347-9**-**80			Gabriel Jones
				Pamela Green
				Antoinette Smart
				Kenrick Wescott
				Celia Belyn
				Lillieth Heron Robinson
  				Hassan Bakiriddin
				Natasha Green
				Edna Mincey
				Lisa Highland
				Jadeeva Smith
				Cheryl Smith
				Rev. Amoth Siad
				Samantha Lawrence
				Natasha Oliver
				Deica Johnson
				Marjorie Silcott
				Lorna Blackwood
				Rosa Meminger
				Alexander Schmidbaur
				Delores Murat
				Lulu Friesdat
				Carolinn Kellmin
				Patricia Ralph
				Jeanick Williams
				Rona Taylor
				Todd Bennett
				Euriel Martin
				Andre Beckford
				Janice Reid
				Shayla Hamlin
				George Gayle
				Christopher Johnson
				Zachery Bernagene
				Donovan Whitter
				Jacynth Stewart
				Keurie Brightman
				Marcia Warner
				Gabriel Herrera


The Sanitation/DEP Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, March 17, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. virtually, via WebEx.

Mr. Michael called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

Notes
The meeting addressed the increased flooding and storm-related issues in NYC, with a focus on the DEP's strategies and community concerns.

Department of Environmental Protection – Ms. Drisana Hughes,
· NYC has been reclassified as a humid subtropical climate, leading to increased rainfall and intense storms.
· DEP engages with three types of flooding: storm water, coastal flooding, and ground water.
· DEP's strategy to combat flooding includes sewer system upgrades, green infrastructure, real-time monitoring, and the unified storm water rule.
· Sign up for Notify NYC to receive emergency alerts and storm warnings.
· Flood net sensors are being placed in specific areas, but more information is needed on their locations.
· Clogged catch basins are a significant issue, and reports should be made to ensure they are cleaned.
· There is a plan to upgrade the sewers in Brooklyn, but more information is needed on the specific timeline.
· Upgrades in the city are not reaching all areas, causing ongoing issues with flooded basements.
· The community board will receive a list of upgrades and information from DEP.
· DEP will share the presentation with the community and potentially present it at a future general meeting.
· Concerns about improper use of hydrants and cemented yards causing flooding will be investigated.
· Michael Hill expresses appreciation for the presenters from DEP and acknowledges the need to address worsening storms.
· TW discusses issues with neighbors putting garbage on their property and seeks assistance from the community board and sanitation department.
· Meisha raises concerns about a building throwing mouse traps with mice out of the window onto the street and requests guidance on how to address it.
· Vanessa Quashie shares positive feedback about sanitation addressing her garbage can issue and mentions free garbage cans for two-family homeowners.
· The issue of heavy dumping and trash on the sidewalks has been a long-standing problem.
· Motor homes in the community are dumping raw sewage into catch basins, which need to be addressed.

Action items
· Email information about flood sensors and where to purchase them.
· Share information on flood barriers and where to purchase them.
· Encourage attendees to check if they are eligible for flood insurance.
· Share information on obtaining insurance for damages from sewer backups and service line issues.
· Drisana Hughes will provide information about the current flood net sensors and their scheduled placement to Hazel Martinez. 
· Drisana Hughes to share the presentation with the community via email.
· Drisana Hughes to send the list of upgrades to the community board.
· Send the flood map to the attendees.
· Drisana Hughes to confirm her availability at the general board meeting in April or May.
· Denise Hubbard investigated the issue of hydrant usage and potential locking of a specific hydrant.
· Denise Hubbard to address the concern about cemented yards causing flooding and investigate what DEP can do about it.
· Denise Hubbard and Drisana Hughes will investigate the clogged catch basins reported by Vanessa Quashie and Jorge and ensure they are cleaned. 
· Send a detailed email to the community board 17 sanitation email regarding the issue of neighbors putting garbage on the property.
· Provide ticket numbers and fines for previous sanitation violations.
· Report on the issue of life and dead mice being thrown out of a building onto the public street to the sanitation email.
· Look into excessive enforcement in the community and address it with the city council or Ms. Cunningham.
· Send an email with the location of motor homes dumping sewage into catch basins to Ms. Cunningham for further action. 
· Provide information on the capital projects in Community Board 17.

