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Attendance:




Ayanna G.	
Carol Reneau	
Rodrick Daley	
CK Price	
Eduardo Cameron	
Jorge Tait	
Jeanick Williams	
Jessica Ochoa Hendrix	
Kimberly Morman	
Leonie Logan
Leslie F	
Lisa Highland
Nicole Julius	
Simone Sylvester
Jason Stewart


Presenter:   Tyrone McDonald – Neighborhood Housing Services Brooklyn

The meeting was called to order by the Chair of the Committee, Dr. Carol Reneau and attendees were asked to introduce themselves. The Chair said Roll call is necessary to record attendees, including those who joined by phone.

Dr. Reneau welcomed everyone. She informed the members Mr. Tyrone McDonald from NHS Brooklyn will be the guest speaker to address community resource availability, affordable housing, tenant counseling, homebuyer education and grants:

· Share the mission and history of Neighborhood Housing Services at Brooklyn
· NHS is a community-based non-profit organization focused on affordable housing and resources for underserved areas.
· They provide tenant counseling, including lease assistance and rights education.
· NHS offers rental insurance education to financially protect tenants in case of disasters.
· They provide homebuyer education, including financial readiness and down payment assistance.
· Landlord training covers tenant laws, fair housing regulations, and best practices for screening tenants.
· Foreclosure rates in community board seven in Brooklyn, particularly in zip code 11203, are higher than the citywide rate.
· NHS Brooklyn helps with housing programs such as the heat program and housing connect.
· Grants available include the home1st grant for first-time homebuyers and home repair grants for Brooklyn homeowners.
· Bridge the gap between available resources and community members
· Attend homebuyer education courses to learn about responsibilities, financial readiness, down payment assistance, and affordable mortgage products
· Explore landlord training to understand tenant laws, fair housing act regulations, screening practices, and marketing guidelines
· Follow up with Leslie F regarding the energy program and provide information on approved contractors
· Check with colleagues regarding the availability of no fee brokers for Kimberly Morman and provide information
· Encourage community residents to attend the community fair on the 19th and distribute the bobs there
· Encourage more attendance and participation in committees and general board meetings



Dr. Reneau thanked Mr. McDonald for his presentation and gave an update on the last meeting. She discussed
snow removal assistance based on a question asked during the meeting.  She spoke to council members Lewis's community liaison Danielle Heredia. He noted community elders requesting snow removal services, can contact their office. The telephone number was placed in the chat. 

Another question during the last meeting was about plants and services, she encouraged members to visit BBG.org. The website also has information regarding free plant give away and free classes.  

She encouraged members who are not registered to complete the membership forms and/or reach out directly to the Board’s office. She stated with a percentage of the community that's elderly they need to hear about more services for the elderly especially as it pertains to housing. She reached out to the department for the aging and hope for a speaker who will come in and address many of the services that are available for free to the aging population, so that will be coming within the next month or two. 

Regarding the Shower Bus funds, meetings are scheduled with congresswoman Clark. 

A new email was created for the committee - CB17housingandblock@gmail.com, will be posted in the chat. 

Co-Chair, Miss Nicole Julius was introduced to the members of the Housing and Block Association Committee.  She updated the members of plans for the Committee as they move into the new Fiscal year. She stated Block association plays a very crucial part in fostering community engagement. She said some of the importance of Block association is, it builds a community and provides safety and security, beautification and so much more benefits. The goal this year is to increase membership in the housing and block Association and get the benefits of creating these communities. In addition to increasing block associations, residents get more involved in attending board meetings. So the goal is, if members are living on a block and there's not a block association they need to reach out via email to the community board 17 and say, they would like to form a block association, and the member would be provide with the necessary tools in order to create a block association.

She said at the last meeting there were discussion regarding grants, and based on her research there's a few grants that block Association can receive. That information will be provided to the community board to send out to members so they can secure and try to get some of the grants

There will be a focus on block association, I mean block parties, but there's another thing that could also apply for a cleanup day. So again, the information will be provided, it's a nice way to get the, the block together to come out in the spring. 

For a permit for a block party, you apply for a cleanup day permit. It's for four hours, where the block can be closed and residents come together whether to paint their steps, get rid of garbage, whatever. It just brings the community together to prepare for a block beautification. 

CB17 Chairperson, Rodrick Daley greeted everyone.  He updated residents on the conversation around, the city of yes, has been bounced back to recommendations from our local community. The Board is looking to get suggestions, more suggestions, there was a letter sent by Chair Kwame Afreh for land use and rezoning that went out, but suggestions will be looked at. 

Residents were invited to the Community Board meeting scheduled for 18th October to voice their opinion if any. 

Mr. Daley said he had the privilege of going to the downstate meeting with the president of downstate, other elected officials to talk about what they're doing at downstate and how they would like to see some changes. 
The governor has formed the committee with five members to talk about ways to improve downstate and what needs to happen at that level. 

There are Daffodil bulbs in the office for pick-up. On October 19th, the board will be hosting a street fair and community fair. Ms. Fraser was asked to make sure all committee members get a flyer so they can come out and participate. There will be several agencies in attendance to discuss health coverage and other community resources.

The Chair said there aren’t enough participants within our community for our spelling Bee scheduled for Monday, 14 October.  He said, there will be giveaways and prizes for young children up to the 8th grade. He encouraged everyone to share the information, 8th grade, up to the 8th grade from 2nd grade to 8th grade. Students will have an opportunity to show off our talent in community board 17, so the child has to attend school or live in community board, 17. So if the child lives in the area. Residents were also invited to the General Community board meeting. 

Ms. Fraser announced the creation of Google doc registration form. The form will be sent out to every committee member and board member to resubmit their preference of the meetings they would like to attend to be added to the committee email list serv. 

New Business – Questions were asked about green space and tree beds on the block. Dr. Reneau promised to contact the Brooklyn Botanical Garden
Another question was asked regarding the Housing Presentation that was being planned by Ms. Fields. Dr. Reneau said Ms. Fields work is still alive and well including the Shower Bus she advocated for. She said, based on the outcome, the bus will be named in Ms. Fields honor. 

Unfinished Business – None 

Adjournment:

Nicole Julius made a motion to adjourn the meeting and second by 
Rodrick Daley. 

Meeting adjourned. 
