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The Public Safety Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, June 28, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. virtually via WebEx.				

Ms. Jessica Welch called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

Notes
The meeting addressed the lack of regulations and proliferation of illegal cannabis shops in Brooklyn, with concerns about their proximity to daycare centers and the need for enforcement to shut them down, while also emphasizing the importance of education campaigns and responsible consumption in legal dispensaries.
· The meeting is being held by Jessica Welch, the public safety chair of Community Board 17 in Brooklyn.
· The main topic of discussion is the proliferation of cannabis shops in the neighborhood and the lack of regulations surrounding them.
· There are currently only 6 legally operating cannabis shops in New York City, with only 2 in Brooklyn.
· The meeting discussed the issue of fireworks and public safety concerns in the neighborhood.
· The presence of multiple cannabis shops in the area was also brought up, with concerns about their regulation and proximity to daycare centers.
· It was mentioned that many of these cannabis shops are operating illegally and not following regulations.
· The meeting discusses the issue of unregulated cannabis shops in New York State and the need for enforcement to shut them down.
· There is a concern that these shops are not following regulations for licensing and selling cannabis products.
· The public advocate's office is working on empowering those who are following the proper procedures to open legal dispensaries.
· There is a need for a robust education campaign to inform people about the laws and regulations surrounding marijuana use.
· Legal dispensaries operate in a controlled and regulated manner, ensuring safety and responsible consumption.
· There are issues with illegal gray market spots that exploit the community and operate without proper licenses or oversight.
· The discussion revolves around the legalization and regulation of marijuana in certain communities.
· There is concern about the exploitation of black minority communities and the need for more careful decision-making by city and state authorities.
· The meeting discussed the potential legalization of certain shops and the impact on the community.
· Concerns were raised about teenagers consuming substances in certain shops and the need for public safety measures.
· There was a discussion about involving real estate and insurance companies in addressing the issue.
AI-generated
Action items
· Find out more about the governor's plans regarding the issue discussed0:06:55
· Inquire about regulations regarding the number of cannabis shops on a single block and explore potential commerce regulations.0:18:07
· Find the addresses and locations of the illegal cannabis shops in the area0:19:43
· Submit the information to the appropriate regulatory agencies, such as Alcohol Tobacco Firearms and Marijuana Enforcement.0:20:43
· Submit a complaint to the 67th Precinct about the issue of fireworks in the neighborhood.0:28:43
· Continue discussions and updates on the issue of cannabis shops and public safety in future meetings.0:33:33
· Follow up with the Office of Cannabis Management regarding the classification of daycare centers and preschools in relation to cannabis shops.0:35:16
· Ensure that legalized dispensaries in the community are following proper regulations and have a valid license.0:39:21
· Follow up on the eligibility for a license for operators who have already been accused of operating in the gray market0:43:41
· Explore creative ways to empower the community to engage in responsible marijuana use and educate others.0:50:58
· Investigate the possibility of barring specific names and operators from obtaining licenses0:51:11
· Find creative ways to make laws and policies that can prevent the opening of illegal shops0:51:35
· Educate the public about consumption laws and regulations, including smoking in public parks and driving under the influence of marijuana0:52:10
· Improve coordination between the state and city regarding the rollout of marijuana legalization.0:53:32
· Develop a robust education campaign to inform New Yorkers about what is legal and not illegal regarding marijuana use.0:54:40
· Address the issue of illegal smoke shops selling marijuana products without proper licensing and take appropriate action.1:12:18
· Address questions and concerns in September when the group reconvenes1:14:51
· Consider involving real estate and insurance companies in addressing the issue1:16:09
· Advocate for collaboration between state legislators and city officials on the issue1:16:20
· Implement a public education campaign to inform people about the laws and regulations surrounding the issue1:19:23

