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The Public Safety/Transportation Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, June 25, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. virtually, via Webex.

Ms. Khadijat Oluwo called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

The meeting focused on community safety and health initiatives, including cooling options for asthma sufferers, proposed bike lane expansions, and addressing traffic concerns through public outreach and feedback.
· NYC Department of Health emphasizes cooling options for those with persistent asthma during heat waves.
· Public can access a QR code for year-round cooling center information, activated during emergencies.
· Children are more susceptible to heat-related illnesses; resources include toys for mental engagement in cooling spaces.
· Daylighting at intersections improves visibility and reduces traffic accidents, particularly for vulnerable populations like children and seniors.
· NYC DOT proposes expanding bike network in Community Board 17 to enhance safety and connectivity for cyclists.
· NYC DOT conducted extensive public outreach from 2021 to 2022, engaging over 1,700 community members.
· Proposed bike network expansion focuses on CB 14 and CB 17, emphasizing incremental implementation.
· Designs include standard bike lanes on wider streets and shared lane treatments on narrower roads.
· Hardened daylighting at key intersections aims to enhance safety for cyclists and pedestrians.
· Community feedback indicates significant resistance to bike lanes due to perceived low usage and safety concerns.
· City Bike operates separately, offering discounted memberships for SNAP beneficiaries, making it affordable compared to public transit.
· Community members express strong opposition to proposed bike lanes on Farragut Road due to safety concerns.
· Residents report ongoing issues with traffic calming measures, including requests for speed bumps since 2008 without resolution.
· Participants highlight inadequate outreach from NYC DOT regarding bike lane proposals and community safety measures.
· Concerns arise about the balance between bike lanes and necessary traffic safety improvements in the community.
· NYC DOT prioritizes safety and supports speed humps, speed cameras, and red-light cameras for community safety.
· City Bike expansion plans for Brownsville and East New York areas were discussed.
· Proposed public hearings will address traffic flow, e-bike speed limits, and mopeds on bridges.
Kat Sibel to share the slide deck and a list of medications that may affect heat sensitivity with the attendees.
Jackson Chabot to provide additional information on daylighting and its benefits to the community board for further discussion.
Reminder to reach out to board staff for updates during the summer (Rodrick F Daley).
Lauren Rennee to follow up on the proposal for bike network expansion within Community Board 17 and gather feedback from attendees.
Continue designing the proposed bike network based on community feedback before implementation phases begin in fall.
Share data that supports the safety benefits of conventional bike lanes with the community board.
Collect feedback from community members regarding the proposed bike lane designs and the concerns raised during the meeting.
Shawn Macias (NYC DOT) is open to receiving specific locations from Daniel Heredia for potential traffic calming measures, including daylighting.
NYC DOT will consider community feedback regarding the bike lane on Farragut Road and explore alternative safety measures.
Shawn Macias (NYC DOT) will share outreach data and maps regarding community engagement on the bike lane project with Daniel Heredia (CM Farah Louis).
Keith Bray (NYC DOT) will look into the request for speed humps on East 40th Street between Farragut and Glenwood and follow up with Leonie L.
Follow-up discussions will occur with elected officials regarding concerns raised about outreach and project implementation timelines.
Address specific locations mentioned by community members where issues with cyclists have been observed, in coordination with local police.
Request for better clarification and visuals/data pertaining to the impact on Community Board 17 in future meetings (Khadijat Oluwo).
Suggestion to involve politicians for follow-up on outstanding invites (Khadijat Oluwo).
Encourage participation in community events, including the back-to-school giveaway and youth activities on August 7 (Rodrick F Daley).

