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Minutes of June 16, 2025

SANITATION/DEP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

					

PRESENT:			ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Michael Hill			Judith Aarons			Monica McKain-Brown			
Edith Mark			Edgar Frank Frederick	Audrey Henderson		
Lilleth Heron Robinson	Frederick Watson, Jr.		Adele Bennett
Leonie Logan			Yolanda Alleyne		Jorge Tait
Hazel Martinez		Symone Sylvester
Cecelia Hubbartt		Evrick Brown
Vanessa Quashie		Lisa Highland
				Kenrick Wescott
				Theodore Maughn
				Mathias Matthews
				Kimberly Morman
				Joan Bakiriddin
				Eduardo Cameron
				Marjorie Silcott


The Sanitation/DEP Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, June 16, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. Virtually via WebEx.


Mr. Michael Hill called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

Notes
The meeting addressed ongoing sanitation challenges, community frustrations with garbage management and rat control, and the need for better enforcement and education on waste disposal practices.
· The meeting discusses ongoing sanitation issues and community concerns about garbage management and rat control.
· Participants express frustration over ineffective responses from sanitation and lack of enforcement on violations.
· Vanessa Quashie highlights problems with tenants not following garbage disposal rules, exacerbating rat issues.
· Hazel Martinez reports some improvements in street cleaning but notes persistent problems with abandoned vehicles.
· New board member Cecelia Hubbartt seeks clarification on meeting processes and unresolved community issues.
· Sanitation issues persist due to inadequate enforcement and community responsibility.
· Residents contribute to littering and improper waste disposal.
· Lack of resources for sanitation services leads to community frustration.
· Historical cleanup initiatives with sanitation support have diminished over time.
· Community members express the need for education on proper waste disposal practices.

Action items
· Michael Hill will send an email to Ms. Cunningham regarding the Utica strip and street cleaning issues. 
· Members are encouraged to continue sending emails about sanitation issues during the summer break. 
· Cecelia Hubbartt will share information about composting and resources from the Lowery Cytology Center with the group. 
· Vanessa Quashie suggested inviting the Department of Mental Health and Hygiene to future meetings for discussions on rat control. 
· Michael Hill will try to get a representative from Councilwoman Fara Louis's office for the next meeting to address sanitation issues. 
· The committee will prepare a specific agenda for the discussion with the sanitation department to ensure all points are addressed.
· There is a suggestion to consider organizing a demonstration at the sanitation office or Councilwoman. Lewis's office to address ongoing sanitation issues in the community. 
· An email will be sent out once the availability of the representatives from sanitation or Councilwoman Lewis's office is secured, and attendees will be informed. 

