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Minutes of the

PUBLIC SAFETY/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, November 25, 2023

PRESENT:			ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Jessica Welch			Yolanda Alleyne		Leonie Logan			Alvin
Ozni Lewis			Ronald Almonor		Barrington Barrett		Mechelle Brunson
Adele Bennett			Zachary Bernagene		Patricia Reddock		Cordis		
Monica McKain Brown	Menachem M. Shanowitz	Michelle Guerrier
Audrey Henderson		Frederick Watson, Jr.		Samantha Sibblies Obas			
Cathy Davoren – Lovell	Kenrick Wescott	
Hazel Martinez		
Jorge Tait
Meisha
Lisa Highland
Kim Morman
Judith Aarons


The Public Safety/ Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, November 25, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. virtually via WebEx.

Notes
The meeting covered various topics including public safety, transportation, and budget cuts, with discussions on scams, electrical safety, lack of enforcement in the community, and potential actions to address these issues.
· The meeting begins with holiday greetings and introductions.
· The lack of quorum means that the approval of minutes will be postponed.
· The main topics discussed are public safety, transportation, and budget cuts, including warnings about scams and the importance of using official taxis.
· The speaker has been receiving numerous scam emails and text messages claiming they have a package at the post office or have earned certain points from different stores.
· There is a discussion on electrical safety, including the dangers of overloading extension cords and using electric heaters improperly.
· Other safety tips mentioned include being cautious with candles, checking fire extinguishers, and installing smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. The Red Cross may provide free installation of these detectors.
· Jorge A Tait expressed concerns about a slippery sidewalk near a bus stop that poses a danger to pedestrians.
· Hazel Martinez raised issues about lack of enforcement in the community, including abandoned vehicles, double-parked cars, and mopeds driving on sidewalks.
· The board members discussed the need for better enforcement and suggested forming a panel to address these issues with the police department.
· Ozni Lewis discusses the presence of Detective Scanner at committee meetings and a successful incident where the police were called and responded promptly.
· Hazel Martinez expresses frustration with the lack of enforcement and response to complaints in the community, particularly regarding vehicles and quality of life issues.
· Jorge A Tait urges respectful communication with police officers while demanding action, mentions cuts in resources, and highlights specific issues like illegal parking.
· The meeting participants discuss the need for a paper trail and correspondence to address issues and requests with the precinct and elected officials.
· They mention the importance of not making personal attacks and focusing on the overall treatment of the community.
· There is a discussion about potential actions to push for change, including making demands, going over heads of current officials, and potentially seeking new leadership.
· The meeting discussed the need for written documentation of emails regarding capital improvements and requested that one email be forwarded to Ozni Lewis.
· There was a suggestion to create a communication group for public safety and transportation to address issues and keep the conversation going.
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Action items
· Set up a "What's up" group for public transportation and public safety0:01:36
· Be mindful of scams, particularly those related to Amazon packages and personal information0:03:21
· Be cautious when using transportation services and ensure they are official and licensed0:06:02
· Attend the meeting on the 30th to learn more about the project and how it will affect the neighborhood0:07:19
· Encourage Alison and her organization to support transportation initiatives0:07:36
· Consider volunteering as a parent to help with school safety in light of budget cuts for public safety officers0:08:27
· Discuss the possibility of making demands to higher authorities if necessary0:11:55
· Contact the Red Cross to inquire about free smoke and carbon monoxide detectors0:25:55
· Check the website for fire safety tips and information from the fire department0:26:37
· Verify the expiration date and condition of fire extinguishers0:35:03
· Consider forming a special panel to bring representatives from law enforcement and traffic enforcement in front of the committee to discuss concerns and demands for better enforcement0:36:34
· Reach out to the traffic section of the 67% precinct and request enforcement on the eastern side0:44:05
· Request 3 meetings or so0:47:01
· Relay information about the public safety issue on Church Avenue to the next council meeting0:48:03
· Ask when enforcement will start in the eastern side of the district0:49:32
· Write a letter to request a meeting with the community0:50:22
· Draft up a letter and have the secretary put something together to send directly to the precinct, with supporting documents of previous efforts1:01:52
· Reach out to the traffic division and see what coordination can be done with them1:03:15
· Consider reaching out to elected officials and demand action on the community's concerns1:05:15
· Forward the email with the capital improvement details to Ozni Lewis1:16:03
· Put the email in the chat for everyone to see1:16:43
Explore options for capital restructuring of the street that is causing issues with flooding1:18:40
