THE CITY OF NEW YORK
COMMUNITY BOARD 17
4112 FARRAGUT ROAD
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11210

Minutes of the

PUBLIC SAFETY/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday, January 22, 2025

PRESENT:				ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Ozni Lewis				Judith Aarons		Barrington Barrett		Det. Skinner Adele Bennett			Ronald Almonor		Patricia Reddock
Audrey Henderson			Zachary Bernagene
Cathy Davoren-Lovell		Hassan Bakiriddin
Hazel Martinez			Joan Bakiriddin
Monica McKain – Brown 	Todd Bennett
Jorge Tait				Andre Beckford
Marjorie Silcott			Jessica Welch
Leonie Logan			Michelle Guerrier
					Ruby Harris
					Kimberly Morman
					Menachem M. Shanowitz
					Samantha Sibblies Obas
					Frederick Watson, Jr.
					Kenrick Wescott
					Deborah Pointer
					Heron Douglas
					Ayanna N. Giles
					Brendan Spiegel
					Gabrielle Jones
					Pamela Green
					Jeanick Williams
					Natasha Oliver
					David Segal
					Euriel Martin
					Terrance LaPierre
					Rev. Amote Siad
					Ralph Khawly
					Matthew Thompson
					Geoffrey George
					Deica Johnson
					Kevin Jason
					Angelita McDonald
					Natasha Duncan
					Stephanie Johnson
					Jacynth Stewart
					Deborah Sanders
					Aron Roth
					April Raiford
					Iman Shultz
					Delores Murat
					Etinne Jean Saluadn
					Shanasia Hodges
					Cheryl Saunder
					Kathleen Riley
					Brenda Jean Jacques
					Charles Galbreath
					Jina James	
					Philip Liberman
					Sabrina Samedi
					Ryan Wharton
					Sulu LeoNimm
					Pamela Simon
					Symone Sylvester
					Tashina Buffaloe Wright
					Keurie Brightman
					Everick Brown
					Satchel Thomas
					Cecilia Belyn										


The Public Safety/Transportation Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, January 22, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. virtually, via Webex.

Mr. Ozni Lewis called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT


The meeting covered topics such as dealing with ICE agents, crime statistics, parking issues, and the resignation of the chair.
· Chair Lewis emphasized the importance of knowing your rights when dealing with ICE agents and highlighted the need to have proper identification on hand.
· He mentioned that ICE agents may try to use fake warrants, but a traditional warrant must be signed by a judge and should clearly display the judge's name and title.
· Chair Lewis advised them not to answer questions or provide any information without access to an immigration lawyer, and he encouraged carrying copies of passports or other forms of identification.
· Detective Skinner confirms they don't work with immigration agencies and New York is a sanctuary city.
· Crime stats: shootings are down, robberies went down, felony assaults are up.
· They recovered 146 firearms last year, 6 firearms this month; 302 vehicles were towed last year.
· There are ongoing issues with trucks and cars parked in certain areas, causing safety concerns and preventing street cleaning.
· Sanitation and the police have a joint unit that aggressively tickets cars in certain areas.
· There are questions about ticketing cars with government permits and parking in driveways.
· A request was made to investigate an abandoned vehicle on East 56th Street.
· The chair will be resigning from the board and position as chair due to scheduling conflicts and ineffective board dynamics.
· The chair hopes to see someone else take up the position and continue the work of the committee.
· The replacement chair will be designated by the current chair, and efforts will be made to ensure a smooth transition.


Action items
· Obtain an official warrant from Detective Skinner to provide as reference for identifying real warrants from ICE or Homeland Security
· Encourage individuals to carry two forms of identification, such as a copy of their passport and a driver's license or other ID with their picture on it
· Emphasize the importance of not speaking or answering questions without access to an immigration lawyer
· Provide information on how to identify a real warrant, including the judge's name, title, and signature
· Investigate the issue of large commuter buses parked near East 58th and Avenue D and the potential danger they pose to traffic visibility
· Follow up with sanitation regarding the enforcement of parking regulations for trucks and cars on various streets, including King's Highway, Clarendon Road, and Glenwood Road and Farragut Road
· Address the problem of trucks parked on 2nd Street between Foster Avenue and Glenwood Road, causing filth and potential safety concerns.
· Determine the policy on ticketing cars with government permits, specifically law enforcement permits, that do not move on days when alternate side is being swept.
· Clarify if there are any discretionary protocols for ticketing cars parked in someone's driveway.
· Investigate a vehicle that has been parked on East 56th Street in Clarendon for the past two months with a Pennsylvania plate and a Massachusetts sticker.
· Add the number 718 345 1800 NYPD traffic 06:00 A.M. to 05:30 p.m. to the minutes (Ms. Lyons).
 

Action items
