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Minutes of January 12, 2026

SANITATION/DEP COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

PRESENT:			ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Michael Hill			Judy Ackie			Hazel Martinez		Drisana Hughes
Adele Bennett			Gabriel Herrera		Eduardo Cameron		Daniel Heredia
Monica McKain-Brown	Deica Johnson			Leonie Logan				
Audrey Henderson		Edith Mark		
Lilieth Heron Robinson	Dr. Carol Reneau
Marjorie Silcott		Vanessa Quashie
Jorge Tait			


The Sanitation/DEP Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, January 12, 2026, at 7:30 p.m. virtually, via WebEx.

Mr. Michael Hill called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

CHAIRPERSONS REPORT

The meeting addressed New York City's climate challenges, sewer upgrades, community engagement in sanitation issues, and the impact of budget cuts on services.
· New York City's climate has shifted to humid subtropical, increasing rainfall and flooding challenges.
· 60% of the city uses combined sewers, leading to potential sewer backups during heavy storms.
· The city plans $8 billion in sewer upgrades and over 100 projects to address flooding issues.
· Homeowners can take proactive measures, such as disconnecting downspouts and using flood sensors, to mitigate flooding risk.
· Coordination between agencies like DEP and sanitation is crucial for effective flood management and catch basin maintenance.
· Daniel Heredia represents Council Member Farah Louis for District 45, discussing district boundaries and community concerns.
· The city manages extensive responsibilities without county government, complicating budget negotiations for over $100 billion.
· Community feedback drives agency actions on sanitation and environmental issues, especially after storms or flooding.
· Budget season requires strong community communication to advocate for necessary sanitation services and address hotspots.
· Past redistricting changed district shape, affecting collaboration with neighboring community boards on sanitation priorities.
· Ongoing budget cuts have impacted sanitation services across the city, necessitating increased community engagement and reporting.
· Organized residents in neighborhoods receive better attention from agencies and elected officials.
· Community engagement helps address local sanitation issues effectively.
· Business owners' neglect contributes to poor cleanliness and quality of life concerns.
Action items
· Community members encouraged to report clogged catch basins to the DEP for cleaning.
· Drisana Hughes to present at the February 21st community board meeting.
· Michael Hill to provide Drisana Hughes with the details and location of the February 21st meeting.
· Committee members report specific sanitation issues, including illegal dumping, to Daniel Heredia's office with photos for immediate action.
· Daniel Heredia to ensure that sanitation and quality of life issues are discussed more prominently in future community board meetings.
· Daniel Heredia to follow up with the Brooklyn Parks Commissioner regarding the restroom request at Amersfoort Park and explore feasibility.
· Daniel Heredia and Michael Hill to discuss collaboration between elected officials and DEP for addressing community concerns.
· Daniel Heredia will check in with Sabrina regarding the sanitation project discussed for Unica Avenue.
· The community members are encouraged to send emails to the CB 17 sanitation email for reporting issues.
· Michael Hill will ensure that sanitation enforcement is invited to a future meeting.
· Daniel Heredia will send a follow-up email with notes from the meeting and any missing points.

