THE CITY OF NEW YORK
COMMUNITY BOARD # 17
4112 FARRAGUT ROAD
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11210

Minutes of April 24, 2024

PUBLIC SAFETY/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

PRESENT:			ABSENT:			EXCUSED:			GUEST:

Ozni Lewis			Judith Aarons			Barrington Barrett		Caitilin Pearce
Adele Bennett			Zachary Bernagene		Patricia Reddock		Jolyse Race
Leonie Logan			Audrey Henderson						Francisca Johnson
Monica McKain – Brown 	Kimberly Morman
Ayanna G.			Samantha Sibblies Obas
Jorge Tait			Frederick Watson, Jr.
Hazel Martinez		Kenrick Wescott
Cathy Davoren-Lovell	Marjorie Silcott


The Public Safety/Transportation Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, April 24, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. Virtually via WebEx.

Mr. Ozni Lewis called the meeting to order and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Everyone introduced themselves.

Notes
The meeting discussed various topics, including advocacy for better public transit, successful campaigns for increased subway service and reduced fare hikes, concerns about accessibility for people with disabilities, infrastructure issues, street vendors, flooding problems, and upcoming workshops on monitoring and mitigating flooding.
· The meeting begins with technical difficulties and introductions of committee members.
· The Riders Alliance presents their organization and their mission to fight for better public transit in New York City.
· They discuss their campaigns, including advocating for half-price metro cards, congestion pricing, and improving bus services. They also highlight the challenges of slow buses and limited accessibility in the city.
· The Jolyse Race Riders Alliance has been campaigning for more frequent subway service and reduced fare hikes.
· They have successfully advocated for increased subway service on certain lines and reduced the fare hike to $2.90 instead of $3.
· They have also won a free bus pilot in the 5 boroughs and secured $12.3 million in new investments to boost bus frequency on 13 routes.
· The meeting discussed the implementation of congestion pricing and its impact on transportation in the district.
· Concerns were raised about the accessibility of public transportation for people with disabilities and the need for improvements in this area.
· Exemptions and special permits were mentioned as possible solutions to mitigate the costs of congestion pricing for individuals with disabilities.
· The meeting discussed various topics, including public transportation, renaming a street, and public safety.
· There was a shooting incident in the area, highlighting the need for increased awareness and protection.
· Concerns were raised about infrastructure issues, such as road conditions and drainage problems.
· The issue of vendors selling items on the street is discussed, and it is determined that the police do not have jurisdiction over this matter and that the Department of Health and Sanitation should be contacted instead.
· The flooding issue on 46th Street is mentioned, and it is suggested to reach out to Dot for a complete analysis and potential solutions.
· Information about FraudNet, a program to monitor and mitigate flooding, is shared, and an upcoming workshop on this topic is mentioned.
Action items
· Investigate sanitation issues related to illegal selling and blocking of hydrants in residential areas0:04:28
· Explore opportunities for expanding ferry service in areas like Community Board 17.0:09:56
· Advocate for the inclusion of every household that would benefit from more affordable transit, particularly in areas with limited subway access.0:10:42
· Expand the eligibility requirements for the Thoroughfare program to include individuals earning up to 200% of the federal poverty line.0:12:26
· Lobby for potential reversals or changes in policies related to congestion pricing0:14:49
· Continue to fight for better buses and bus priority projects to improve speed and reliability.0:16:42
· Consider collaborating with participants on future outreach efforts0:25:07
· Share upcoming dates for meetings and canvassing with participants0:25:40
· Follow up with Caitlin regarding her chat message0:34:52
· Look into plans to mitigate the costs of driving into the city for those who choose to do so0:35:21
· Research and file for exemptions for individuals with disabilities to minimize congestion pricing costs0:37:05
· Discuss the renaming of a street between church and with the appropriate individuals0:44:05
· Invite the folks from Riders Alliance to the general board meeting on the 3rd Wednesday at SUNY down state0:44:49
· Contact city agencies regarding the ongoing issues at Glenwood Road and Albany Avenue0:53:38
· Reach out to the DOT liaison for updates on their response to community concerns0:55:50
· Reach out to the Department of Health and Sanitation regarding the issue of vendors selling food and clothing on the sidewalk1:00:25
· Investigate potential solutions for addressing flooding issues on 46th Street1:01:23
· Share information about the Fraud net program with the community to help monitor and mitigate flooding incidents1:10:22
· Send registration information for the community sensing workshop at 21 Snyder Avenue to all attendees via email1:11:01
· Address public safety concerns, including recent shootings and road rage incidents1:14:43
Mr. Lewis asked for someone to make a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Ms. Bennett made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Mr. Tait seconded the motion.
There being no further questions or statements the meeting was adjourned.



